
 

KS3 Work from Home Learning Menu 

Year 8 – The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
1. Identifying 

Produce a timeline of the transatlantic slave trade from 1525 to 1865. Include at least ten key events and explain their 
importance. Which do you think is the most important event and why? 
 

2. Interpreting 
Explain how the slave trade is viewed today. What misconceptions might people have about the slave trade?  Much of 
Britain’s power in the world came from the slave trade. Can we still be proud of our past? Should we apologise for our 
nation’s role in the slave trade? Many places in Bristol, London and Liverpool are named after former slave traders –should 
those names be changed and why? 

 

3. Reading 
The Slave Trade has long been contentious issue, especially in America where a war was fought over the abolition of 
slavery. Find an article about the abolition of the slave trade either in the US or England. Use it to explain how slavery 
came to be banned in that country. 

 

4. Investigate (research) 
William Wilberforce: 

- Who was he? 
- What was his background? 
- What were his views? 
- What role did he play in ending England’s involvement in the slave trade?  
- What opposition did he face at the time? 
- What is his legacy – how is he viewed today?  

 

5. Create 
Time to create a poster about the slave trade in the Americas. 
You poster should include lots of information, including: 

- An annotated diagram of the slave trade triangle. 
- An explanation of life on the plantations. 
- The conditions and punishments that slaves faced. 
- Who benefitted from the trade 
- How the slave trade came to an end 

 
You should use images/photographs to help you create this.  
 

6. Watch and evaluate 
Unfinished Business (BBC Timewatch) looks at how Liverpool became the greatest slaving port in human history. This is the 
untold story of the greatest slaving nation in history.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icTi4rKi3Yc&feature=emb_logo 
 
Use you evaluation skills to explain some of the evidence presented about slavery. Can you suggest any part of the film 
that other historians might disagree with? What evidence might the film have looked at which does not appear?  
 

7. Educate and share 
Write a narrative of either the abolition of slavery in Britain, or the abolition of Slavery in the United States. Remember a 
narrative is a story and should be written in chronological order. 
- Write in paragraphs 
- Use key words (ie. Transatlantic, abolition) 
- Include key people, events and laws 
- Include any evidence to support your story. 

(Remember to pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar) 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=icTi4rKi3Yc&feature=emb_logo

